'_ece By Piece — lerea!" 

-: John 10:41, "And. Many resorted unto Him, and said, 'John did no miracle; 
but all things that John spoke of this man were true.'" 

pture: John 10:22-42 

I am sure that most of us can remember a game which we played when we ■ 

, rhich someone was in charge of giving directions to the others 

who were playing. Jach player in ame would ask the leader if he or she 

could take a step, .Tnd then the orders were given, "Take one giant step 

forward," or"t?,'.:e one dan!; step backward." ./ell, this is what we are going 

to do this morning. ..'e are going to take one giant step backeward. All along 

each ounday and each 'elnesday, we have moved forward to a new town or location, 

and we have looked at the appropriate piece of our Lenten -uzzlo and seen how 

and "v/ednesday evening 
it was involved in the li£ of Jesus. This morning we are going to take a 

backward look at jcsixHSHkhssxs±sEHpcteH±:xsxH±aEHxiba± two other places and the 

/ :nificance they played in Jesus' latter days. We are 1. at these two 

5 ces as recorded in the Gospel of John, simply because the other Gospels 

do not give this particular information. 

You will recall that according to our sermon last Sunday, Jesus had arrived 

in Jerusalem and was prepared to -take action against those who were desecarating 

the Temple with their commercialism. 

Our Gcripture Co • - ins with the information that Jesus was at Jerusalem, 

at the Teast of Dedication and it was winter. (Vs 22). Now what nil of this 

means is that Jesus had come to Jerusalem forvthe Feast of Dedication which 

was held in December of each year, and it commemorated the cleansing of the 

Temple by I dbeus. It is also tkK called Hanukkah and is observed 

during the same time that Christians today observe as Advent. 

Ijt was the custom of Rabbis to stroll through the Temple with their £h students 

walking with them while the Rabbi taught them. Thus we find that Jesus is 

\ king in the Temple area called Golomons porch which was a court with huge 

pillars, aHitocitxKHSXEHsiHdxsxsE and wa.3 covered over. I!ow the time element 

here is that Jesus is in Jerusalem prior to the spring Passover, and there? 

fore, prior to His entry into Jerusalem where lie was hailed as the Messiah. 
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But the real significance of all of this is that Jesus is being inve red 

h the Jews. They cone to Him and i a point blank if He is the Christ. 

If He is the promised one of God. The answer that Jesus gives is that 

Vs '. 
has told thera and they were unwilling; to believe what He said. So He tells 

them that they would not believe because they were not of Hid flock. HE means 

that they are not willing to accept Him as their Saviour and so they do not 

know Him as they should. Vs 27 He explains what Me is talking about q nd when 

He states that He is equal with God, they want to stone Him, Perl ■■ Hey 

came to this Court of the Temple with stones in their hands, prepared to 

kill this imposter once and for all. 

.:i Jesus questions them why they would stone '-.' , is asking for which of 

the ~ood works did they want to kill Him. He had healed people, He had raised 

others from the dead. All of His deeds were good and were of no monet?: 

value to Him. And so, why were they upset with these deed i is asking. 

'7 only answer they can give i ;.y will stone Him for blashemy. But 

Jesus is equal to the occasion as usual because Lnts out a portion of 

Scripture that to the Jews was understandable , but to Ss anyone else it is 

not understood. 

Jesus was referring to the 82nd Psalm vs S, which read, "I have said, Ye are 

Psalm 
Gods," and all of you are children of the most High." This was a warni: 

against unjust judges in Israel. A .judge was commissioned by Sod to bri 

iustice and Sod's helT; to men. He was in a sense God to men. In some of the 

21:6 
Jewish regulations we can see this more clearly. In Exodus for instance we 

read that a Jewish servant may be set free in the 7th year of his work. The 

verse tells us, "Then his master shall Him to the judges. 'The Hebrew 

word here for "judges" is Elohim, which is the plural for God } thus, meaning 

ih scripture 
gods. This is also found in Exodus 22:8 & 9. So if HKE±g4aa£H:cKXKXKai± some 

; i who are specially commissioned by God, can be referred to as gods, why 

could not Jesus refer to Himself as & God is what He is saying to these 

people? How in this we can see that Jesus was laying claim to being commission- 

■_, . ~ -iv, o -•i-p»V word for consecrate is 
ed especially by God for this purpose. -he .reeK wore. 
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"Hagiazein, " which has its root in the word llagios which means holy. A thing 
t} '" is holy is set apart. It is something that is apart from the common. It 
is sanctified, it is set aside for a special task. Jesua was saying as the 
Old Teafcfement so often pointed out, that things like the altar were to be 
set apart, leopl like Jeriaiah, and Jzekiel were to be set apart. Servants 
such as the priests and helpers were to be set apart. Jesus was identifying 
with these people and things to show that He was different from anyone they 
had ever met or come in contact with. 

After He had said these things they tried to seize Him once more, V was 
able to elude them and we read that He went away again Into the area beyond the 
Jordan where John Baptized. ;his area was Perea, a district just outside 
of Judea. It was at SE&feasix a place calle beyond Jordan where John 

Baptized and where Jesus now returned. -his Bethany is not to be confused 
with the 3ethany just outside of Jerusalem. 

e read that, "Many resorted unto , and said, J'' I no miracle; but 
all things that John spohe of this man were true." The people had heard 

predictions John had made concerning Jesus, and now they were able to 
make the complete comparison because Jesus had completed a good portion of 
His ministry in tkKXHEHZ this area and nearby vicinity. 

The people were able to realize that what had been said of Jesus was true. 
They could recognise this because He possessed the necessary credentials 
that set Him apart from all of the other preachers and teachers and prophets 
of His day. e accomplished this i very distinct and important ways. 
?irst He accomplished this by schooling Himself in the V/ord of God. Jesus 
was an authority on the ';iord of '• d. How did He get that way': it merely 
because He was the ion of :>od and He came by it naturally? No, He got it 
by reaing the scriptures. Sjckxpa 3y poring over it, and knowing what God had 
t say, and How God moved in the lives of Koses, and Abraham and all of the 
others. It came by a constant searching and seeking. 
(Illustration of man bequeathed a Bible by wealthy uncle.) 
Here was a man who through his own ignorance withheld his own rightful wealth 



from himself because he was disappointed with his legacy. This is a good 
i" ustration of many people. In todays modern world we are confronted by 
all of the comlex ills of society, leople are frustrated, angry, despairing, 
filled with tension and anxiety. Many of them frequently ask, "What is the 

lere do I go from here? : ./hat shall I do?" The answers to the 
problems not only of our present day world, but for all of mankind is to be 
found within the pages of this book, lick a subject, any subject and God 

an anwer for it in His Word. Not only does lie have an answer for it, 
but that answer has been prepared for you and me thousands of years ago. 
That is more than we can say about any of the leading so called authorities 
such as ?reud and Jung and all the rest. Phis is xkHxtoaste what Jesus turned 
to, KHBtxsdraixaiHSKXKimxtHXiEpclt this in where He schooled Himself. Jhis is 
why Lie was able to show that" all things John spoke of /ere true." 
SKSHs:^a±SHxshnwad?:that:-:ii®xwHKxsskxH|5HEtxh5CxH±K:ciiasx!a±x^EH5CKEj: 
( lustration of elderly preacher and callused knees) 

one thing that I learned this past week that is absolutely essential to 
a renewal in a person or in a church, is a constant, steady prayer life. 
Phis is the second essential that set Jesus apart from the ordinary. He 
prayed often, and He prayed fervently. Yet, how many people today do not 
and Cnimot pray. We wouldn't think of skipping two or three meals a day. 
Yet this is what we do with prayer. It is pushed aside and never done be- 
cause of ignorance or unconcern. loo often, prayer is simply a crutch to 
be brought out in times of trouble or distress. ./hen in SKaxana± actuality 
it should be indulged in the same as we regularly eat a meal. We cannot 
come to church just once a year and expect to get to know God as we should. 
W e cannot just pray once a year and be able to talk to God as we should. 
We cannot Just pick up the Bible once a year and know what God's plan is for 
i and our families. We need to worship regullrly, pray regularly, and read 
God's vi'ord regularly. 

need to indulge in the things of God, not just to form a habit. But to 
know Him, Christ Jesus, and the power of His resurrection. Only in this way 
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Ralph C. Link, Pastor 

EUGENE StePHENSoN, ORGANIST 

Mb. Ralph Cooper, ChoIR Director 

Patty Basehqre, Jeff Campbell - Acolytes 

~ ORDER 0F~WSh7p I 7 : 00 A.M. 
PRELUDE MuStC - "HoSANNA, HoSANNA lr -ELIOTi "Jesus Wept h - 

Godfrey; "The Holy City" - Adams 
Si lent Prayer 

"Processional Hymn Mo. \% "Crown Him with many crowns" 

"Ascription - Choral Amen 

"Exhortation 

"Confession (In Unison) "Gracious Goo, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, you have promised to receive us when we 
come to vou. We confess that we have binned against you 
IN THOUGHT, word and teed, We have disobeyed your law. 
We HAVE NOT LQVeP vou OR OUR NEIGHBORS as we should. 
Forgive us, Goo, ano grant that we may live and serve 

YOU JN NEWNESS OF LIFE! THRqIUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LoRD , AMEN. 

•Kyrie (Choir, Congregation anp Pastor) 
•Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
■Praise 

•Pastor: *0 Lord open our lips, 

•People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise 
*Qqxology No. 55' 
Scripture: John 10:22-42 
Hymn Nq , I 3# 1, When, Hie salvation tiringing" 

+ AfF] RMftT ION OF OUR Fa I TH (ApoBTLES 1 CREEn) 

*Gloria Patri 
•Call to Prayer 

•Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

*PeQFLEJ And WITH THY SPIRIT* 

•Pastor: Let us Pray. 
•Prayer anc Prayer Response 
Offer i ng 

Ofpertory: "The Palms" Faure 

The Reception of Nei« Memhers 

A'— hem: "HosannaJ - Hosanna" Wilson 

I ion: "Piece By Piece - Perea!" 

i 



Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
•Hymn of Dedication No- '33 "Ride on! ride on" 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
PoSTLur-e: *All Glory, Laud ANn Honor 11 Peery 

•»■«—— — —— — 'Conqregat jcn Stanhing ------ 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have fieen placed nv 
Conn E. Miller in loving memory of his "Mother" j 
Dorothy Kalp P/iller, 
The Palms on the Altar have heen placed nv the Alvin 
Tait Family in Loving memory of Mr, & Mrs. John J. 
Sweeney, You are welcome to them after the Service, 
The Ushers will pass them out, 
Eli-»er and Mrs. Rqdert Basehore will grfet the people- 
Nursery will he PROvirE' 1 today dy : Mrs. Drusilla 

Rensel* Mrs, Vickie Holt and Ellen Master. 
The attendance last Sunday was ?I9* 
We welcome the following Persons into our Church 
Fellowship today: 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Carney 
Mrs. Avipa Miller 
Miss Vickie Wi nraper 
Mr. 5. Mrs. Herdert Shearer 
Mrss Sue Ellen Shearer 
Mr, & htos. Ronald Vensel 
*^=* TODAY - After the Service - The Senior Youth Group 

is sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt. This is for Nursery 
7MtU — — the second grape . It will fie held in the Undercroft 
jfakf** TODAY - hiOO P. W. Sacred Concert ry Butler Symphony 
Chois featuring the Creation nv Haydn - First United 
Methodist Church. Slides will accompany the music. 
A social hour will follow, 
WED. - 7:30 - Preparatory Service "Ephraim" - After 

Se rvice - SFECIAL COUNCIL MEETI NG --IMPORTANT. 
THURS. - 7:30 - HOLY COMMUNION - "Cenaculum" - Follow- 

J:r Tt , f =j rm .|rr - FriinwsmF ho lr e Q r New MEMneRa^mp 

the Congregation ]n the Undercrof t. 
GOOD FRIDAY - b:0O - YMCA Breakfast for Men - J, W. 

Harmon and Ken ItfciTZEL have tickets; - 7:30 -YYCA 

Breakfast for Women - Reservations must he made ahep^, 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE - 7=30 P.M, - "Golotha" - HOLY COM 
EASTER SUNDAY - NO COMMUNION - "Sorrow, Jc-y and HearTurn 
Fri. - Apr. 1+ - 6:30 P.M. - Work night at the Church. 



Profession of Faith: 



Letter of Transfer: 




"Piece B iiece — lerea!" 

Cext: John 10:41, Mnd m-nv resorted -frsxiixg unto Him . 

,cid. John did~~no miracles; but ail things "that 
Jc n spoke of this man were true." 

Scr-' iture : John 10:22-42 

Jhildrens game, 1 giant step bac ' ed also 
last Sun Js Jeru at Eemp, 2day winter B4- trium entr3 

3) 

Peop recog Js as hav credents £-. set apart 
2 reasons: JTimT: '^yH r,r and 
Gome naturally Bcause Z of G? 

. He liv it/read it/fulfill it , 

, He writing NT & living OT | 

it constant serch & seek 4 Him 

(illUqTkaiiohmah ft UnGT/i.:-) bibih ^i 

thru ignor miss wealth money Si Js 
many peop this way 
complex world ask, what do, where turn, where go? 
Ansers this book 
pick sub j, ah;- subj , it answer H's yrs ago, 
no like Freud, Jung etc 
Js turn 2 Word, study it, [ tta^^ 

(IL^'~ , ' . ■■■IlI: '., il ..' - . -■■: '■ .: ■"'ITT -, '..I t~;,::;.Q ' 

5 wk esse nt renew peop, church-prayer j 
THl.'S iy-i.JL'L.J: set J s apar t 
11 any peop ao not/'cannot pray i 

.Is no skip/skip pray 
2 oft pray use as crutch 
i B indulg same meals 
— v— nnot cum 2 ch 1nce yr expect get know G 
" pray " " B able talk G as shud 

read Bibs " " " " know G'S plan us & f 
Heed worship reg, pray reg, read G Word reg. 
" indulge things G, not just 2 form habit, 
But 2 know Him ■"-. the power of His resurr. 
Only this way can lern,know 1st hand (TEXT b) 

■ acclaim with Hosannaa if truly know Him persona] 
2 accl & no know, empty, hollow, no meaning 
l.u-i -2- know Him is love Him. 2 luv Him is serv Him 
~2 serv Him -is accl Xg or ivg s 
Iiee'd sort out ea lives .lust wEere stand rela W of G ' 
r a pr, & rela Js Xp , can we all hones/sincer decl 
' 'X -vhat with yonder sacred throng, we at His feet m a; 
fall, ,/e'll .join the" everlasting. song, & crown Him 
Lord of all. Way G grant that ea can serch own liv 
""harts ;'V"Hak commitment anew this day. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



